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2. (C) AMBASSADOR HET SEPTEMBER 22 WITH PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
HEMRIQUE SALAS ROMER. TRIS MEETING FS THE FIRST (NA SERIES OF 
MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES FOLLOWING TRE AMBASSADOR’ S 
RETURN FROM CONSULTATIONS IN WASBINGTON, 


J. C1 AMBASSADOR TOLD SALAS: 
~+ VE ARE COMMITTED TO FREE AND FAIR FLECTIDNS 1K VEREZUELA, 


-~ WE WILE RECOGNIZE AND WORK WITH SHOMEVER TRE VENEZUELAN PEDPLE 
CHOOSE TO BE THEIR PRESIDENT. 


-- VE WILL MEET WITR ALL MAJOR CANDIDATES, INCLUDING FORMER 
COUPSTER ANO CURRENT FROKT RUNNER KUCO CHAVEZ. OUR DECISION 
REGARD AG CHAVEZ'S INELIGIDILITY FOR A VISA» KOWEVER, HAS NDT 
KANCED. 


-- OUR NEUTRALITY TH THE ELECTORAL PROCESS DOES NOT IMPLY 
NEUTRALITY REGARDING OUR FUNOAMENTAL INTERESTS #N VENEZUELA AND TNE 
REGION, VE WILE FORTHRIGKTLY SUPPORT DEMOCRATIC AND CONSTITUTIONAL 
GOVERNMENT» THE DEEPENING OF ECONOMIC REFORMS, AND COOPERATIVE 
COUNTERNARCOTICS. ANONG OTHER THENGS. 
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SUMMARY 





PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE HENRIQUE SALAS 


D AMBA 
OURING A SEPTEMBER 22 BREAKFAST MEETINGS SHAS, CURRENTLY NUMBER 
TWO IN THE POLES {TRAILING CHAVEZ BY 18 70 15 POINTS), TOLD 
AMBASSADOR THAT HIS CAMPAIGN 1S “ON TRACK” AHO THAT HE WILL CATCH 


CHAVEZ BY LATE OCTODER. SALAS SAID THE MEDIA AND HIS POLITICAL 
ENEMIES “HAVE ALWAYS UNDERESTIMATED HE)” ANO DECLARED SHAT KE KAD 
SET UP AVERY EFFECTIVE NATIONWIDE ORGANI 2AT(ON WITH REGIONAL 


COMMANDS AND AN ACTIVE PRESENCE AT PRECIN 
Ld 
I OGRAN 
LEAS CONFRONTED BY VENEZVELARS TOOAY: 


JOBS, SALARIES? JHFLATIONs PERSONAL SECURITY, HEALTH CARE+ AHD 
EDUCATION. AMBASSADOR TOLD SALAS THAT WE WERE COMMITTEO TO TRE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS AND- WOULD RECOGNEZE AND YORK WITH WHOMEVER THE 
VENEZUELAN VOTERS CHOOSE TO BE THEIR PRESIDENT. HOWEVER, 
AMBASSABOR SAID THE USG WOULB BE FORTHRIGHT IN 17S SUPPORT FOR 
BEMOCRATIC: CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT ANB THE DEEPENING OF ECONOMIC 
REFORH. END SUMMARY. 


USG TO SUPPORT THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS 


S FANNED CONCERNS IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY ABOUT 
TY AND VELL-DEING OF THE VENEZUELAN ECONOMY, AND THAT 
ALL PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES NEED TO CHOOSE THEIR WORDS VERY , 


CAREFULLY TO AVOID AGGRAVATING AN ALREADY BAD Si TUATEON. 


4. (C) SALAS SAID IT WOULD BE “WATURAL” FOR THE AMBASSADOR TD MEET 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES: ALTHOUGH HE NOTED» “REALLY, THE U.S. 
AMBASSADOR SHOULD MEET WITH OMLY THE FIVE LEADING CANDIDATES” -- 
SALAS, SAEZ, ALFARGs FERMINs AND,» OF COURSE. CHAVEZ. 
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7; 40) SALAS REFERRED 70 A POLL BY MERCOANALYSIS, TD BE PUBLISHED 
THIS WEEKENS, INDICATING THAT HE HAB CLOSER 10 WITHIN TEN POLHTS DF 
CHAVEZ. THE POLL+ BASEO-ON (NFORMATION GATHERED 18 AUGUST» SHOWED 
CHAVEZ WITH 39 PERCENT SUPPORT ANB SALAS WITH 29 PERCENT SUPPORT. 

A, JULY POLL DDHE SY THE SAME COMPANY SHOWES CHAVEZ WITH 35 PERCENT 
SUPPBRY ANB SALAS WITH 22 PERCENT SUPPORT, SALAS EXPECTS THE 
SEPTEMBER POLL TO NARROW THE GAP EVEN WORE, AND POSITION SALAS FOR 
HIS GOAL OF CATCHING CHAVEZ IN OCTOBER. (SALAS MADE A POINT OF 
TELLING THE AMBASSADOR THAT HE BiB HOT COMMISSION THE KERCOANAL YSIS 
POLL> BUT INSTEAB SUBSCRIBES TO THE POLLING SERVICE FOR A HOHINAL 


FEE.) 





SALAS SAID THAT HE PLACED A TREMENDOUS EMPHASIS ON ORGANIZATION, 
SOMETHING THAT PAID BEF IN HIS HOME STATE DF CARABOBE WHERE HE WAS 
TWICE ELECTED GOVERNDR ANG ROUNOLY DEFEATED CANDIBATES OF BOTH 
MAJOR PARTIES. TODAY, SALAS’ HIS SOM HEHRIQUE SALAS FEO WAS 
POLLING IN THE HIGH GBS FOR RE-ELECTION AS GOVERNOR» AND THE 
AD/COPE! GUBERNATORIAL CANBIOATE WAS POLLING BETWEEN 1@ AND 26 





ACCORDING TO POLLING DATA, WHEN PEOPLE WERE ASKED IF THEY PREFERRED 
A NEW CONSTITUTIDNAL ASSEMBLY OR CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM WITHIN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF THE EXISTING CONSTITUTION» THE PUBLEC OVERWHEL INGLY 


PREFERRED DPTED FOR THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY. HOWEVER, WHEN 
ASKES' IF THEY PREFERRED A CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY OR REALISTIC 
POLICIES TO DEAL WITH JOBS, SALARIES, INFLATION THE COST OF 
LIVING: PERSONAL SECURITY (JE. MORE AND BETTER POLICE), HEALTH 
CARE. AND EDUCATION: THEY OVERWHELMINGLY PREFERREB SOLUTIONS 10 


THBSE ISSUES. 
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12, (0) DISCUSSING THE NATIDWAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL {CNE)> SALAS 


SAiB THAT THE POLITICAL PARTIES RAD BEEN TRYING 10 CONTROL FRE 
COUNCIL» BUT WOULO HOT BE SUCCESSFUL. SALAS MET WITR THE CNEs AND 
WAS SATISFIES TMAT THEY WERE DEOICATED TO DOING A GOOD JOB, 
FURTHERMORE? SALAS STATEB.HE BELIEVED THE AUTOMATION BF THE 
ELECTIONS WOULD WORK, SALAS DID OPINE THAT SOME MONEY MIGHT BE 
BEENG MADE. OR HAD BEEN MADE. ON THE SIDE ON CBNTRACTS RELATED T8 
THE ELECTIONS» SUT THAT THIS WOULD NOT AFFECT HOW THE CWE B18 THEIR 
WORK. FINALLY. SALAS ADDED THAT WE WANTED INTERNATIONAL ELECTION 
OBSERVERS, AND ASSUMED THAT THE USG WOULD PARTICIPATE 4M AN 
OBSERVATION EFFORT. 
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